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LPTV Industry Calls DTV Converter Box Program Into Question 

 
Marietta, GA. (December 7, 2007) – Today the Community Broadcasters Association 
(CBA), the trade association of the nation’s Class A and Low Power Television (LPTV) 
stations filed a complaint at the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) that 
potentially threatens to halt the DTV converter box program. The CBA believes 
manufacturers may be breaking the law if the currently approved DTV converter boxes 
are indeed distributed to consumers in early 2008.  
 
These converter boxes, intended to allow the display of digital television (DTV) signals 
on analog receivers, violate the All-Channel Receiver Act (ACRA), 47 U.S.C. §303(s), 
and Sections 15.115(c) and 15.117(b) of the FCC’s Rules if they block reception of 
analog over-the-air television broadcast signals, because they do not meet the statutory 
requirement that they be “capable of adequately receiving all frequencies allocated by 
the FCC to television broadcasting.” 
 
Less than one-fifth of all television stations will terminate analog service on February 17, 
2009.  More than four-fifths of the stations will continue analog broadcasting for an 
unknown period of time.  Thus, if the FCC does not require the DTV converter boxes to 
comply with the ACRA, it will be cutting off access to a vast majority of the TV 
transmitters in the nation which primarily serve rural audiences, the elderly and 
minorities. 
 
Newly elected CBA President Ronald Bruno commented, “The digital television 
transition is opening new ways for Americans to view television and obtain services. 
However, there are many consumers who are just learning about the transition and the 
need for such a converter box. Many of these boxes have been designed not to pass 
through analog LPTV signals. “ 
 
Mr. Bruno went on to say, “Converter boxes that block our analog LPTV signals will 
confuse viewers and significantly decrease LPTV viewership. Every time a person gets 
a coupon, buys a converter box and plugs it in we lose that viewer. Without an analog 
receiver in the converter box, our industry is facing a dire situation. LPTV’s for the most 
part do not have must carry rights, so we depend on our over the air signal for the 
majority of our audience.” 
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LPTV stations are not the only ones that will be affected. Many full power stations are 
not broadcasting their digital channels at full power and a small number of full power 
digital stations have yet to be constructed. If Congress and the FCC do not act, 
thousands of analog signals of full and low power stations will be blocked and viewers 
will no longer see these channels. 
 
Greg Herman, Vice President of Technology for the CBA notes, "Viewers who use 
'rabbit ears' or a rooftop antenna for free, over-the-air TV must buy a digital-to-analog 
converter to enable their TV to work after the transition date. Therefore, consumers do 
not need to discard their old, analog TV sets or buy a new one.  However, between now 
and February 17, 2009, consumers receiving their programming 'over the air' will need 
to make one of three choices about how to watch TV after that date:  (1) purchase a 
digital converter for their existing TV; (2) subscribe to and check with their cable or 
satellite providers; or (3) purchase a new television with a digital tuner."   
 
Mr. Herman went on to say, “We as LPTV and Class A television station operators just 
want to remain viable small businesses serving the communities we live in with relevant 
local programming. The CBA intends to hold converter box manufacturers and the FCC 
accountable for any lost viewers and all lost revenues. Our industry does not want to 
stop the converter box program but by not correcting this problem the Consumer 
Electronics Association (CEA) and FCC have forced us into submitting this filing today. 
It will be substantially less expensive to correct this problem now instead of recalling 70 
million boxes and paying our industries lost revenues later.” 
 

The Community Broadcasters Association represents over 2,600 Class A and Low 
Power Television (“LPTV”) stations nationwide.  For more information on CBA and its 
initiatives go to  www.DTVNow.org.   
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